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Speech for GCCAC Fuzhou 22.11.2023

Distinguished authorities, organizing Committee of the Global Chamber of Commerce and Association, esteemed guests, it’s an honor to address you today in the prestigious setting of this forum hosted by the city of Fuzhou. It’s a true privilege to be here, exploring and sharing ideas in a city rich in history and culture.

I stand before you today with great honor and enthusiasm, eager to contribute to this stimulating discussion. Throughout my speech, I’ll share insights from my experience, not only as the President at the Belt and Road Italian Institute but also as a professor at the United Nations University for Peace in Rome and as the head of international relations for the Italian League for Human Rights, an organization founded in the late 1700s, making it one of the oldest in the field of human rights globally.

I’d like to emphasize how the One Belt, One Road program aligns precisely with the vision of economic integration, peace promotion, sustainable development, and enhanced protection of human rights. It is indeed a crucial responsibility of associations in individual Belt and Road countries to spread this vision and contribute to a deep understanding of the positive impacts this initiative can bring globally. We are called to raise awareness of how an integrated approach can genuinely shape a future where the economy, peace, and respect for human rights converge into harmonious global progress.

The upcoming year is significant as we commemorate the 700th anniversary of Marco Polo’s death. An illustrious Italian, Polo’s legacy as a pioneer in exploration and cultural interactions has marked the history of East-West relations. What adds relevance to this celebration is President Xi Jinping’s contemporary reinterpretation of the Silk Road into the Belt and Road Initiative. Adapting the ancient concept to new frontiers, this anniversary offers a moment to celebrate the past, honor the present, and envision a future where connectivity and cooperation among nations form the foundation for a shared and interconnected world.

Moving to the present day, the Italian One Belt One Road Institute, since its inception, has carefully interpreted President Xi’s vision, considering it a project centered on human relations, intrinsically connected to peace, and ultimately characterized by a clear commercial component. Our institute’s primary mission has always focused on discovering and promoting opportunities for Italian businesses abroad, and the One Belt One Road project represents an extraordinary opportunity in this context.

The recent visit of the Italian Foreign Minister to China further confirmed and solidified our vision. Beyond being a mere business opportunity, we see China as a privileged partner for Italy, aligning perfectly with the recent orientation of the national government. Moreover, the Italian One Belt One Road Institute stands as a stable and committed figure in commercial diplomacy between the two countries, actively contributing to strengthening bilateral relations both at the human and economic levels. In short, we will continue to prioritize the creation of relevant business opportunities for Italian enterprises while consistently engaging in the promotion of enduring commercial diplomacy between Italy and China.

We welcome the recent resumption of favorable diplomatic and commercial dialogues between China and the United States. For Italy, a key member of the European Union, the improvement of relations between China and the United States could translate into new business opportunities and greater global economic stability. It is imperative that Italy, together with the EU, plays an active role in facilitating and supporting this cooperation, while simultaneously promoting values of fairness and sustainability.

The opening of dialogue channels between major economic powers is a positive step towards a more inclusive and collaborative global governance, contributing to mitigating tensions and building a solid foundation for future shared prosperity.

I would like to reflect with you on the crucial role of local associations in individual Belt and Road countries. In Italy, in particular, this ambitious project often risks not being fully understood. I want to begin with a reflection on President Xi’s words in the recent third Belt and Road forum, where he emphasized the word “together.”

“Together” is more than a word; it’s a powerful concept embodying the essence of collaboration and shared growth. What does “together” mean? It means getting to know each other, breaking down cultural barriers, and growing fairly. This word emphasizes the importance of uniting forces, overcoming differences, and working together to achieve common goals. Because, as we like to say, “no one saves themselves alone.” Similar to Marco Polo, who, through the Silk Road, encouraged interaction and unity among cultures, President Xi Jinping, reinterpreting this concept in a modern and futuristic key, is developing the vision of “together.” This word not only emphasizes collaboration and shared growth but also brings with it a mature vision of human rights respect. Additionally, the word “together” embraces the values of the peace economy, offering not only social benefits but also economic benefits resulting from the construction of peaceful relations and the promotion of sustainable development based on international cooperation.

Local associations play a crucial role in spreading the concepts of “together” and the “peace economy,” especially in open opposition to the vision of the war economy. The promotion of a peace-based economy is a fundamental responsibility of these organizations, as it contrasts with the destructive approach of the war economy. The peace economy, oriented towards widespread well-being and stability, stands as a constructive and sustainable alternative. In stark contrast to the war economy, steeped in oppression, it has never brought any benefit nor favored human integration. It is the task of local associations to actively promote these concepts, contributing to outlining a future based on peaceful cooperation and shared progress, in contrast to the negative impacts resulting from the war economy.

The Belt and Road, although initially interpretable as an economic development program, goes beyond: it is a cultural and pacification program. Through mutual knowledge of the cultures involved, we can naturally break down cultural barriers. This process of breaking down barriers becomes the foundation for an authentic and stable pacification process. Something unattainable with weapons.

It is only through pacification that we can establish stable and lasting economic relations. The word “together” guides us towards a deeper understanding and mutual respect, providing the fertile ground for the construction of a sustainable economic future and allowing us to face global challenges.

The Belt and Road thus becomes a vehicle not only for economic growth but also for the promotion of peace and stability globally.

In conclusion, I invite local associations, key actors in each country involved, to interact, exchange experiences and opportunities, play an active role in promoting understanding, breaking down cultural barriers, and channeling efforts towards fair and sustainable growth. Only by working together, truly together, can we realize the potential of the Belt and Road Initiative as an engine for human progress and shared prosperity.

Thanks for your attention,
Xie xie
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